
 

 

                                                                                           

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

     

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

   

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

                                    

 

 

 

 

 

    

 

 

 

 

Wakeem/Teschner Preserve News 

On August 24, graded areas and soil piles were 

found in Frontera’s Wakeem/Teschner Nature 

Preserve near the Mesa / Alto Mesa intersection. 

Responding to a complaint, El Paso Water Utilities 

had entered the property to restore an eroded 

slope. The EPWU, which has maintenance 

responsibility for storm water damage, was 

unaware of Frontera’s requirement of notification 

before entry.  

After cordial discussion between EPWU and 

Frontera, the former has agreed to design and 
build a slope stabilization structure at the 
Mesa/Alto Mesa site and at the flume draining the 

Currey Adkins parking lot at Alto Mesa.  

The water utility will also map the preserve’s roads 
for future work. It is anticipated that the 

cooperation between EPWU and Frontera will 
result in more effective storm water structures, 
improved slope stability, and additional wildlife 

habitat within the preserve. 

 

 

  
The water utility will also map the preserve’s roads 
for future work. It is anticipated that the 

cooperation between EPWU and Frontera will 
result in more effective storm water structures, 
improved slope stability and additional wildlife 

habitat within the preserve. 

U.S. Congressman Silvestre Reyes, left, recently 
discussed preservation of Ft. Bliss’ Castner Range with 
Judy Ackerman, center, member of the Franklin 
Mountains Wilderness Coalition and Michael Gaglio, 
right, president of The Frontera Land Alliance. 
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The Wakeem/Teschner Nature Preserve is home to 
Yucca, Creosote Bush, Prickly Pear, and Ocotillo. These 
and many other native plants thrive in our Northern 
Chihuahuan Desert (Photo: S. Cutler 2008). 
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Greetings from the President 

In the nine short months I have been President 

of the Board at Frontera, we have had no 
shortage of excitement and challenges: a 
successful fundraiser, a trip to D.C. to promote 

conservation of Castner Range, two cases of 
trespassing that resulted in damages to the 
WTNP of Resler Canyon, and new opportunities 

for conservation.  Our maturity as a relatively 
young organization has been tested. 
 
Committing to grow the organization, while 

maintaining our existing resources, is a full-time 
responsibility that is both exciting and daunting.  
While tackling each new task, I always keep in 

mind the support of our members, the interests 
of our donors, and above all the importance of 
our mission to preserve in perpetuity natural 

open space for all to enjoy.  Thank you for your 
commitment to conservation. - Michael 
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Your Land – Your Legacy 

 

ant to make the world a better place?  
Conserve your cherished land for future 
generations. Land trusts are non-profit 

groups that work with landowners to safeguard 
their land and keep their ownership rights. Here 
are several options:  

 
 Conservation Easement A legal agreement 

between you and a land trust that preserves 

the land’s natural features.  You own your land 
as before and can sell or pass the land to heirs.  
However, if there is valuable wildlife habitat, 

development may not be allowed. A farm may 
continue to produce crops, however. 
Conservation easements may result potentially 
in lower property taxes and estate tax. 

 Resale of land If you wish to preserve your land 
but need to sell it, a land trust can help you 

add a conservation easement before it is put on 
the market. 

 Donation of land for conservation The full 

market value of land donated to a land trust is 
tax deductible as a charitable gift. The land 
trust may preserve your land as a permanent 

wildlife sanctuary or sell it with a conservation 
easement, with the proceeds used to manage 
the preserve or facilitate preservation of more 

land. 

 Bargain sale You sell your land to a land trust 

for less than fair market value, making it more 
affordable for the land trust. You get the cash, 
avoid some capital gains tax, and are eligible 

for a charitable income tax deduction based on 
the difference between the land’s fair market 
value and its sale price.  

 

 Donation with a lifetime income If you need 

long-term income but want to donate your 

land, you can make a charitable gift annuity or 

a charitable remainder unitrust. These 

agreements are most practical for highly 

appreciated land, the sale of which would incur 

high capital gains tax.                  

        –More at http://www.Land Trust Alliance.org  

 
 
 

 
Taste of Frontera revelers include, from left to right, 
Carmen Navar, Yvonne Aguirre de Hagar, Karim Hagar, 
and Michael and Ana Cecilia Bray. 
 

 

Thank you! 

 

We are grateful to you for making the Taste of 

Frontera, our third annual celebration, February 26, 

2009 at Ardovino’s Desert Crossing, a big success. 

Our benefactors are listed on page 3. About 150 of 

you tasted delicious hors d’oeuvres and New 

Mexico wines, enjoyed music by Ricardo Valencia 

and Radio La Chusma, and bought silent auction 

items. Your support makes it possible to save 

special places and wide open spaces.  Thank you! 

 

 

W 

  

  

Visit Our Frontera Land Alliance table 

AT the Chihuahuan Desert Fiesta, sept 19, 

Frontera has a conservation easement on Thunder 
Canyon, open space owned by the City of El Paso. 
(Photo: S. Cutler 2008) 
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http://www.fronteralandalliance.org, 
 

Michael Gaglio                       915-490-8601 
 
info@fronteralandalliance.org 

 
Let us know if you would like to help us save 

postage and paper by receiving this 

newsletter only via e-mail.   

 

                                                                                               

   

 

 

 

                                                                                     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                              

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

  
 

 

 
 

 

 

Major Sponsors of the Taste of 

Frontera 

 

To the following businesses and individuals:                                                                                           
Thank you very much!! 
 
Phoenix Dawn Massage by RubyAnn LMT 
Hunt Communities 

HighDesert Environmental Consulting & 
Native Plants  
Gilbert Law Firm 

Scott Hulse Law Firm  
Mr. Tom Burns  
Mr. Karl Putnam 

Ms. Maria Trunk 
 

Special Thanks 

 

Kevin Bixby & the Southwest Environmental 
Center 
Ardovino’s Desert Crossing 

Randy Limbird at El Paso Scene  
PaperChase Printing 
Northeast Printing 

Art Force One Photography 
Art Masters Framing 
Loretto Academy Green Team 

AMEC Earth & Environmental, Inc 
All of our silent auction donors 
All of our hard-working volunteers 

All of our musical entertainers 
 
 

 
 

Frontera Board of Directors 
Upcoming Meetings: 

Tues., Sept.8                Tues., Oct.13 

Tues., Nov.10               Tues., Dec. 8 
 

At 6:00 p.m. in room 179, the Texas 
State Office Bldg, 401 E. Franklin Street, 
El Paso. Let us know if you would like to 

attend. 
Info: 915 – 490-8601 

 

 

Put Frontera on Your Grocery List                                                                                                  

 

Frontera is participating in the Albertson’s 

Community    Partners Program. We hope you 

will get a Community Partners card and scan it 

every time you shop at Albertson’s. 

When you scan the Community Partners card 

along with your purchase, Albertson’s will 

contribute 1% of your eligible purchases to 

Frontera. It’s that easy! 

Stop by our table at the Chihuahuan Desert 

Fiesta Sept 19 at the Franklin Mountains State 

Park and pick up an Albertson’s Community 

Partners card. Or call 915-526-7725 to receive 

one in the mail. THANK YOU!                                                                           

 

Taste of Frontera Income  

For more information 

 
 

Visit our Frontera Land 

Alliance table at the 

Chihuahuan Desert Fiesta, 

Sept. 19, 9:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m., at 

Franklin Mountains State 

Park, Tom Mays Unit. 

Taste of Frontera Income 

Gross proceeds from event              $6297                                                                                     
Event expenses                               - $3693 
Net income                                    = $2404    

                                               

                                                                                    

http://www.fronteralandalliance.org,/
mailto:mike@highdesertenvironmental.com
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Board of Directors       

Michael Gaglio ï President            

Douglas Echlin ï Vice-President 

Scott Cutler ï Secretary 

Charles Wakeem ï Treasurer 

Michael Bray 

Ursula Sherrill 

Richard Teschner 

Kevin von Finger                                                         

 

Advisory Council 

Jamie Ackerman          John D'Ascenzo                     Jim H. Tolbert 

Wynn Anderson           Sarae T. Leuckel                    Marcia Turner 

Lois Balin                     John Moses                            John Walton 

Don Baumgardt            Robert Newman                    Shamori Whitt 

Rick Bonart                  Karen Peissinger-Venhaus    Scott Winton 

Marshall Carter-Tripp   Rosario Rivera 

Helen Cooke                Amy Schoemaker 

Miki Cutler                    John Sproul 

 

 

The Frontera Land Alliance 
3800 N. Mesa, Suite A2-258 
El Paso, TX 79902 

 

Join us at the Resler Canyon Clean-Up, 2:00 p.m., Sun, October 18, Currey-Adkins 

parking lot near the Intersection of Mesa and Alto Mesa.  

 

  

Please donate and help Frontera save the places we love 

 
Yes! I want to help The Frontera Land Alliance preserve the natural heritage of West Texas and Southern 
New Mexico. Enclosed is my contribution for:  ___$25 ___$40 ___$75 ___$100 ___$250 _________other 
 
___Please designate my gift to the Wakeem/Teschner Nature Preserve (Resler Canyon) endowment fund. 
 

___Please use my gift for general support of Frontera projects and programs. 
 
Please make checks payable to The Frontera Land Alliance and mail to:  Charles Wakeem, Treasurer,  
The Frontera Land Alliance, 3800 N. Mesa, Suite A2-258, El Paso, TX 79902.  Many thanks!   
       


